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| HAT this Sermon 1s Publiſh'd when the Attempt that was rhe de⸗ 'F 
| caſton of Preaching it w now'known to be huppiiy fruſtrated, a3 

I hope, be alow'd for witdoubted Proof, that it was not at firſt. 
tended to appear in Print. A] have not the Vanity to expe? to gain 
Applauſe from the Publick by any Performance of thu kind, fo muc leſs 
can it be imagin'd that this haſty and unaccurate Compoſition, drawn up 
for. the uſe of a private Congregation, ſhould be Publiſh'd with ſuch Ex- 
pefations : need nothing could have prevail d with me to take this 
Method, but that I could not but conceive it neceſſary in my own, Defence 
againſt the Cenſures of ſome, wha were plaa d to ſpeak very freely of it. 
1 was in great ſurprize to hear of their Reſentments, and upon the beſt 
Examination 1 could make, ſaw noching in my Notes that ſhould be the 


juſt Foundation of them : And for fear I might be too partial to myſelf, I 


reſolv'd to communicate them to my Friends, aud they were of opinion 
that I was treated hardly, aud that ſome great Miſtake of the Sence of 
what I had ſpoken, muſt have been the Original of Peoples Auger and Ex- 
ceptions againſt me on this occaſion. Therefore after much Uneaſineſs and 
frequent Deliberation, it ſeew'd moſt adviſable to afford them the Op- 
portunity of reading and conſidering the whole Diſcourſe, which perhaps 
may be a Means of abating their or rp pat for Preaching it. 
The Subject is what 1 apprehended it was my Duty to inſiſ upon at 
that junFure of our Affairs, when an Invaſion was attempted of our na- 
ti ve Country, in behalf of the pretended Right of a ſingle Perſon, and 
hat Right often condemn'd by our Laws, and founded upon a Birth which 
has all the Marks of Deceit and forgery, and ſo is moſt improper to ſup- 
port a Claim of thu important Conſequence. | 


> 


'Tis ſirange that where the Common Welfare of our Country is con- 
cern d, where the Laws and Conſtitution of that Country, and for ought 


that has hitherto appear'd, the Truth of Things are all on a Man's ſide, 
he ſhould yet give offence and diſguſt, by endeavouring to overthrow thoſe i 
| Notions, which will diſpoſe us naturally to joyn in the Ruin of the preſent 


Government, with it; moſt implacable Adverſaries, 


8 


If under the firſt Head there be bum particular Expreſſions which may | 
ſeem too large and general, I dafire they may be interpreted by the Conne 
Aion they have with other Sentences, and by the Meaning of the whole 
Argument to which they belong. This 1 thought neceſſary to be ſuggeſted, | 
in order to prevent Mens imagining there's no Force in the Argument, be- 
cauſe they are able to produce ( as they ſuppoſe ) ObjeFions to ſome Paſſages Þ 
that are us d in the Confirmation of it, But if the Point in the main be 


FE grows true, it will be ſufficient for 72 Purpoſe; the? in particular P laces 


may be under the Mi fortune of arffering in my Sentiment from other 
| 1 KINGS 


5 >" 403 
| Then Adonijah the Son of Haggith exalted bimſelf, 
- ſaying, I will be King + And he pre par d him Cha- 


P 


him. 


of my Diſcourſe at this time, by ſome Extraordinary Cir- 
cumſtances of the Publick Affairs, which deſerve our Ob- 


.he not. for our Attention only, but they require a Firmnefs and 
" 1 {Bravery of Mind, that ſhall oblige us to make good our Parts, 
en ¶ and diſcharge the Duty of Faithful and Obedient Subjects, when 
of Occaſions are preſented for the Trial of our Loyalty. This 


a- perhaps may be thought an improper Argument to be handled 
nd here, but the preſent Poſture of Affairs makes it not unſcaſon- 
2P- able; nor the leſs ſeaſonable neither, becauſe we may ſeem ſe- 
cure from any bad Conſequences : For tho? the Storm blow o- 


his Reflection ought to be drawn from ſo remarkable an Occur- 
2nce, That it will be Wiſe to improve the Hint our Adver- 


Proteſtant Cauſe and Intereſt, which are boldly attack d, and 
go the raiſing in us a jult Abhorrence and Indignation of thoſe 
en, and of the Principles of thoſe Men, who come with their 


Reflections, we ſhall be able to maintain our Poſts, and acquit 
dur ſelves with Credit and Honour, whenever upon any future 
s frivolous Pretences our Ennemies ſhall dare to provoke us. 
Their only Hopes are from Treachery and Stratagem ; they 
ould bring Men over to their Party- by ſubtle Inſinuations. 
Zut if we were duly aware of the Wickedneſs of their Deſigns, 
nd the fatal Effects that muſt inevitably enfue upon the Ac- 


| ve us ſteady and ſincere, and to encourage us in that Re- 
ſtance and Oppoſition, which by all the Motives of Duty and 


encies: The Project that is now on foot to introduce Poper 


„5 groan 
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riots, and Horſemen, and fiſty Men to run before 
- Am diverted from what 1 deſign'd ſhould be the Subject 


ſervation, and call for our moſt heedtul Attention. And 


er, and the Attemps of our Enemies are ſucceſſeleſs, there is 


aries have afforded us, to the ſtrengthening our Zeal for the 


ull Force and Fury to deſtroy us. Our Minds warm'd with ſuch Bs 


| 2 of er. this would be a moſt certain means to 
Pr 


ntereſt are recommended to our Practice on all ſuch Emer- 


| Popery 
Ind Tyranny into theſe beloved Kingdoms, that have formerly 


: 5 

roan d enough under the Burthen of them, is the Title of a 

Shbam · born Impoſture Prince, to the Crown. And this is what 

I propoſe to conſider from the Words of the Text relating co 
If » 
ſe 


Adonijah : Then Adonijah the Son of Haggith exhaled him 
Saying, I will be King s And he prepar'd him Chariots, and Horſe- 
men, and fifty Men to rum before him. It cannot be expected that 
this Hiſtory of Adonijab's Pretenſions ſhould agree in every Par- 
ticular with thoſe of any of any other Perſon; nor ſhall 1 be 
ambitious of forcing the Parallel further than the plain naked 
Truth will carry ir. Towards the decline of the famous King 
David, it came naturally to be confider'd who ſhould ſucceed 
him in the Kingdom of Irael. And there were two of the King's 
Sons that put in their Claim: Adonijab the elder Son by Haggith, 


and Solomon the younger Son by Bathſeba. As for Adonij ab, v hen 


being, as he is calld v.6. a very goodly Man, of great Eſteem 


he ſaw that his Father lay ſick and helpleſs, He, as the Text 
informs us, without more Ceremony, exalts himſelf, ſaying, I will 
be King. And accordingly he prepar d himſelf both for Defence 
and State; the Chariots and Horſemen were Warlike Preparations 
for his own Defence and Support againſt all Oppoſers; and the 
filty Men to run before him were for State and Magnificence, 
that he might not ſeem to take the name of King, withour 
making a Figure in the World in ſome degree ſuitable to that 
high peu i Thus during the Reign of his own Father 
who it ſeems was particularly endearing and tender of him, gi- 
ving him always ſuch Liberty that he was not wont in the leaſt 
to controul him, during the Reign of-this indulgent and tende 
Father, Adonijah advances his Pretenſions to the Crown. Ane 


and Repute with the People, orelſe perhaps barely a Man of 
Preſence, he met immediately with ſome Abettors, whereof 
Joab, the Son of Zerwiah, and Abiathar the Prieſt were chie 
But the other Great Men, as Xadok the Prieſt, and Nathan thi 
Prophet, perſiſted in their Duty and Allegiance to the good ok 
King, and thought it diſhonourable in this laſt Extremity to de 
ſert him. For Adonijab's haſty proceedings were a direct Re 
bellion againſt his Father David, tho intended for no more bu 
to ſecure him the Succeſſion upon a Deceaſe, which was expect 
ed to be very ſoon. So this forward young Prince ſets out, con 
certing all his Meaſures with the Advice of his two truſh 
Friends, Joab and Abiathar! At the gth v. we find him makin| 
an Entertainment, to which none were invited but thoſe of h 
Party, or that they had Hopes of bringing over to it. But 1 | 


Fog oy bob bbb 


Solomon's Mother, as injurious to the Claim of her Son, and 


than the Prophet, and Benaiah, and the Mighty Men, and ate bg 


hi Brother, he calf d not, there being no probability of engaging 
them in the Enterprize. v. 10. Nathan took particular notice 
of this Meeting of the Rebels, and repreſented it to Batſheba, 


threatning both their Lives, if the Rebellion ſhould grow pro- 
ſperous. Upon which he adviſes her by all means to lay the 


matter before the King, and beg his Directions in it, and Pro- 


miſes withal to ſecond her himſelf. And being introduc'd to the | 
, 14 


King, ſhe gave him a very particular Account of the poſture 
Aﬀatv ; ſhe told him tha: the People of Iſrael had fo entire an 


Affection for him, that they would readily 2 as Fus 
er him | 


whom he ſhould nominate to fill the Throne aft - Iha 

he had declar'd it is Royal Pleaſure that Solomon ſhould be his 
Succeſſor. Bur that notwithſtanding theſe Aſſurances, Adonijab 
had uſurp'd the Supreme Authority, and wor ua} as King. 
And whilſt ſhe was yet ſpeaking, comes Nathan the Prophet, a 
Perſon in whom it ſeems.the King had an entire Truſt and 


Confidence. He confirm'd the News of Adonijat's Uſurpation. 


And David to prevent all Suſpicion that it was done by his ſe- 
cret Encouragement, puts his former Promiſe in ſtrict Executi- 


on, and orders that Solomon ſhould be anointed King immedi- 
ately. This gave univerſal Satisfaction; and Adonijah the Pre- 
tender, with his Adherents, finding that they were unable to 


gain their Point, ſubmitred to King Solomon's Mercy, and pro- 
mis d to make no Reſiſtance, nor to diſturb the quiet of his 


is 
ity Reign. But I ſhall not think I have given you the full Hiſtory '- 


of this famous Event, till I have brought ir on to the untimely 
and unlamented Death of Adonij ah, which is ſer down at large 


in the following Chapter. Abiſbag the Shunamite, the parti» | 
cular Favourite of King David Ys, old Age, was what Ado- 


_ ask d as a Boon from Solomon, who reſented the Boldneſs 
the Requeſt ſo heinouſly, that he caus'd him to be put to 
Death for it. And here ended the Rebellion and Uſurpation 
of. the Son of Haggith, with his Life. From this Account it 


will appear that the Pretenſions of Adenijah did not want all 


colour of Reaſon and Equity to ſupport them; he was as much 
the King's Son as Solomon, and by Birth the elder Son. And in 
that the Caſe is different from ours. Adonijah was known to be 
the Son of Haggith, and known to be the Natural Iflue of David; 
but whoſe Son our Pretender was, we know not ; only we 
know he was not the King's, * of the Royal Family. But 
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to grounda Claim, but their own Pride and Vanity, which are 


and ſpurious Birth. 


lous and undaunted in your reſpeRive Stations, to 1 what; 
come, upon our moſt Excellent Conſtitution and Government. 


to prove the Birth of the Pretender a forg d and ſpurious Birth. 


the reſt muſt depend upon Truſt and Hearſay, if they will 
there's another Ute that this Remark may ſerve for, ſince the 
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tho the Advantage lies on 332, ſide, we find him recorded 
in Scripture as a Rebel and Uſurper. And what then muſt they 
be, who have nothing to plead in their behalf, nothing whereon 


5. 2 8 


a moſt uncreditable and ynjuſtifiable Foundation for it. Bur I 
beg leave to be more particular, and ſhall reduce my Diſcourſe F 
to the following Heads. 


I. The Evidence to prove the Birth of the Pretender a forg d , 


II. I ſhall conſider the Circumſtances he is in, and the ſure 
and inevitable Conſequences of our receiving him, and living 
under his Government. And that I ſhall urge as a reaſonable, 
and made lately a Legal Bar to his Pretenſions, tho' his Birth 
were Royal. . An | T4 Wore 

III. I ſhall lay before you ſome other conſiderations, that 
ought, I think, very much to raiſe our Indignation and Re- 
ſentment àgainſt them. Ent n adi fate lah 

IV. I ſhall preſs you from all theſe Arguments to be very zea- 


ever Attempts may be made, and from whatever Hands they 


I. As the Foundation of the whole, I am to produce Evidence 


And in order to obviate ſome Objections, 'tis fir, I conceive, 
that two Things ſhould be premis'd in general concerning it. 
I. That the Nature of the Fact is ſuch as admits of but few 
Authentick and Eye-Witneſſes. The Uſe to be made of this is, 
That Men ſhould not expect more Teſtimonies and Proofs of 
this matter, than the Nature of it will allow. Tis a Point, 
that at the utmoſt and beſt of it, is capable of being at- 
teſted but by an inconſiderable number of People, and all 


m ory & wo eee. GS eee rere 


come to any Judgment, one way or other, about it. Beſides, 


PA A 


Nature of the Fact is ſuch, that there could be poſſibly but few 


Authentick and Eye-Witneſſes of it, it is reaſonahle from thence 
to require two Qualifications in theſe Witneſſes. 1. That they 
be Impartial and Unintereſted Perſons. And 2. That they are 
Unanimous, and agreeable in their Reports. Theſe ſeem to be 
neceſſary Qualifications, eſpecially in ſuch as ſhall be brought 
to vouch a Fact of this Nature. For where the number of 


Witneſſes is ſo few, they ought to be exactly qualiſied. It they 


would not be ſo eaſily believ d of a greater Number. 
they are not Unanimous, and | a 
ſeems to be more liabe to Suſpicion in this Caſe, where the VV it- 
Ineſſes can be but few, and the thing. ought to be apparent to 
their Senſes, than in any other. But it may be thought, that 
the Fact being capable of but few Authentick Witneſſes, we 
ſhould be ſatisfy d with thoſe few. Tha l own we wh to 
if thoſe Witnefles have the Qualifications I mention d; 


7 quire, that when the Evidence muſt come from ſo few 7 
the Canveyarce ſhould be more particularly firm, and the uſua 


agreable in their Reports, that 


but i 
they are defective in either of theſe Points that ought to pals 


far good Evidence, that the Fact atteſted only by thoſe unqua- 


lify d Witnefles is abſolutely falſe. I think We 1 fairly re- 


. 


Qualifications extraordinary, to ſupply the whant of more Au- 


chority to ſpeak for it. And therefore that a Fact admitting 


of but few Witneſſes ſhould be atteſted by ſuch as have all the 
Signs of Suſpicion in them, and by none beſides, this amounts 
to the higheſt Probability, that the Fact ſo ill and incompetent- 


y fe is wrong; which Probility is much ſtrengthen d, if 
the Fact be of 52 and weighty Importance. It is unconcet 
e 


vable that thoſe who are nearly intereſted that ſuch a Fact be 
teiiev'd true, ſhould make no —— proviſion to prove it fo, 
Where a Matter is tranſacted openly, and is expected, and 
comes gradually, there's no need to be at this Care for atteſtin 
it, But where it is a private Matter, and comes ſuddenly, an 
unexpectedly ; and laſty, where there was a Rumour of Deceit 
and Impoſition before-hand, in theſe Circumſrances, to find an 


important Matter looſely and inſufficiently atteſted, is a certain 


and infallible Argument that that Matter muſt be falſe, 


2. Another Thing to be premis'd is, That the then Authort- 


ty of the Kingdom was the Contriver and Manager of this 
Scene, and ſtudied all they could to give a colour to it. This 
unhappily depriv'd us of the Advantage of ſeveral means that 
might, and no doubt would, have been us d for the Diſcovery 
of it: And this ſhould ſatisfy all Impartial Men, tho the Evi- 
dence be not ſo poſitive and plain as could be wiſh'd ; if it be 


but tolerable, that's all that can be defir'd in ſuch a Cale, where 


the Suprememe Authority of the Mam us d all their Ars and 
and Policy to ſuppreſs it. Indeed it 13 
Providence of Heaven, that we are able to give any ſure Account 


A4 | ot 


be not Impartial and Unintereſt Perſons, it might be ſuſpicious / | 
that they were pack d and ſuborn'd.for the purpoſe, Fr . 
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of this Impoſture, and that we can by any good Tokens make ſd 
it appear that the Birth of the Pretender is forg d and ſpurious, It 
which is what I come now to prove. It has obtain'd as a ge. BE 
neral Practice in Hereditary Kingdoms, that the Prince's Birth 
ſhould be publick to Perſons of the chief Rank and Character, 
that ſo there might be no Cauſe of doubting: his Title. And ui 
at the time that this Pretender was Born, there was the greateſt ſu: 
need of this publick Satisfaction, becauſe it was commonly Yau 
talk'd, and as commonly believ'd, that the Bi of the Je- B 
ſuits would contrive ſome Cheat ro ſupply the unkindneſs' of h 
Nature, and ſecure the Poſſeſſion of the Trone to a Popiſh Heir. v 
And 'tis too well known to be repeated ( and the Repetition II o 
fear would be grievous )ithat' they had a great Aſcendant over b 
the King, and Could manage his good-natur'd Eaſineſs to their i 
. x 
A 
\ 
ſ 
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own Purpoſes, © From them the Project came, who could not 

bear the thought of a Proteſtant Succeſſor, and yet had no way 
of avoiding it, but by forcing the Queen to have a Son againſt 

the Rules and Courſe of Nature, and in a manner moſt unpre | 
ſidented. To favour this Deſign, the Proteſtants are diſcoun- 
renancd from appearing at Court; and the Princeſs and her 
Friends were ſent into the Country, upon one frivolous Occa» 
fion or other. And thus: having got the Power into their 
Hands, and no Enemy near to watch them, they muſt be ſorry 
Politicians indeed, that could not call ſome: body Prince of 
Wales, when they ſaw their Affairs ruin'd, and their Hopes en- 
tirely extin& without that Title. This therefore was the O- 
Tiginal of the Pretender; or elſe what ſhould be the Reaſon 
that none but Papiſts ſhould be privy to his Birth, and that the 
Proteſtants mult be caſhier*d and baniſh'd from the Palace, in 
order to make room for his Reception? In a point of this 
tender Nature and important Conſequence, thoſe of the Re- 
form'd Religion were certainly the moſt ſufficient, and moſt un- 
E Witneſſes: And if the dark Intrigue would have 

re their view, it was the Wiſdom of the new Prince's Friends 

to expoſe it to them, and make them acquainted with the whole 
Conduct of it. For their Authority, who could have no In- 
tereſt to promote by it, would have weigh'd with all conſidering || 
Men, and added Strength to the Cauſe. But it looks as ſuſpicious | 
as can be, that they, who it might be ſuppos'd, would ſearch 
more narrowly into the Truth N Things, ſhould be remov'd, 
and deny d the Opportunities of knowing them. And there- 
fore juſt Exceptions are to be made to the Witneſſes _e pra- 

| | 15 5 uce; 


make lduce; who, as being Parties concern'd, may not have beth 77 | 
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ious; {brought to confefs what would make againſt them. But their 


a ge- 
ö Birth 5 
acter, 


vidence may perhaps be requir'd to ſtand, till ſome other as 


credible ſhall appear ro contradict it. To that Vanfwer, that 
nothing can be more abſurd, or more unfair, than firſt to refuſe 


And ſuſe the Opportunity of bringing Evidence; and then to accuſe 


eateſt 


us for the want of it. If ad b 
Jacceſs to Court; had they been call'd in as W'itneſſes of the 
Birth, and allow d the Liberty of examining into it, it would 


roteſtants had been permitted free 


have been a fair Preſumption that the Birth was true, if they, 
who were allow*d this Freedom, could have found no Objecti- 


on to it; nay, if they could not have contradicted it. But = 
cal* 


but the ſefuits Friends were let into the Plot; it was conc 


1 e from all others. And for fear, when Matters became 


ripe for t 


e Execution of this Project, ſome unlucky Accident 
and Miſmanagement ſhould have berray'd' the Credit of it. 
Ways were found out to ſecure the Court entirely to theo 


I ſelves, and all the too free and mquiſuive Enquirers were dimifsd 


Attendance on it. Now in this ſtate of Affairs, What other 
Evidence can be expected? What other Evidence is poſſible, 
beſides that of the Cencurrence of many odd and improbable 


Circumſtances, which we ſeem to be lupply'd _ in port 
is Cafe, it cannot be 


bundance ? By. the Rules of jud gin g int | 
difficult to prove the Birth of the Pretender ſpurious ;' for nb 
Birth of this Nature, when 3 ought to be thought o- 
therw ile, till the Authority of ſufficient and impartial Witneſſes 
has eſtabliſh'd it. But they can produce no ſuch Witneſſes, and 
would allow none; and therefore it is plain at leaſt that they 
cannot prove it true; and becauſe they cannot do that, it is à 
ſtrong 3 that it is falſe, ſince a thing of this Impor- 
portance, if it were real, would not have been deny'd the Te- 
itimony of ſuch unbiaſs d and unintereſted Perſons as ſhould 
make it credible. Tis ſure there were Apprehenſions of Im- 
poſture long before; and could that be the way to remove thoſe 
Apprehenſions, and give ſatisfaction to the Suſpicious, that all 


ſhould be manag d by Men of one ſide, whoſe Intereſt it was 


to believe it true, w hilt all others were at a diftance ? It would 


| have been much the honeſter part to have ſuffer'd the Suff ici 


ous and Loubt ful to examine freely into the Fact, and give em 

all occaſions of Information concerning it. But that could not 
be allow d, fince theirs Ends would have been abſolutely ſru- 

ſtrated by it, And this prompted em to take, as they once 

| the 
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| the ſafer (but certainly the more ſuſpicious method) by exclu 1. 


9 ign, who, they were well aſſur d, were no Friends to ith, c 
To find an Affair ſo important, and whereon fo much depend · ef 


has ever in former Ages appear'd inthe World, or in the later 


ligion he profeſſes, of whoſe Charity and Compaſſion there are 
yet remaining in this Land but too many deplorable Examples; 


that they would give a Latitude and Indulgence, where theres 


: 


* 


(lo) 


125 all ſuch from being Witneſſes to the execution of the "ile 


ed, able to be prov'a by no Evidence, but that of the Con- Pa. 
trivers, and Promoters of it, can admit of no fair Conſtructi. Pen 
on but this, that it was forg d and deceitful, and kept from they 
Light, that no Diſcovery might be made to prejudice it. Thus f * 
the Birth of this Pretender appear ſpurious, and contriv'd by Pe 
the fruithful Invention of the Jeſuits, to keep up their Intereſt 

in this Nation. And conſidering the Nature of the Fact, andi. 
the Countenance and Contrivances of the then Authority inf; 
favour, of it, this Evidence muſt paſs for valid, and is as much 
As, can in reaſon, be def;r'd of us. But I come, ' f 

II. To conſider the Circumſtances the Pretender is in, and po 
the ſure and inevitable Conſequences of receiving him, and li- 
ving under his Government. And that I ſhall urge as a reaſon- 
abl, and made lately a Legal Bar to his Pretenſions, tho his in 
Birth were Royal. And here, if we were to repreſent to our I 
Imaginations the blackeſt Scene of Horrour and Confuſion that 


Ages, which in Cruelty have out-gon the former, this would 
be but a faint, but a very faint Reſemblance of what it might 
moſt reaſonably be expected, would prove the Conſequences of 

receiving this Pretender, and living under his Government. 
For ſuch is his Religion, ſuch his Education has been, and ſuch 
are the Principles he has imbib d originally, that no Peace, nor 
Security, nor common Comfort of Liſe can be expected under 
bim, but a meer Arbitrary Lawleſs yas Sacrificing without 
Equity or Conſcience whoever of his Subjects he pleaſes, and 
whenever his own inſatiable Thirſt of Blood, or ſome other as 
diſhonourable Ends, ſhall require the removal of them. A Re- 


a Religion that drives Men to this direful-Extreme, either to 
loſe their Integrity, or their Lives ; either Mens Integrity muſt 
be loſt, by complying with it, or elſe they are ſure to loſe their 
Lives, by ſtanding our againſt it. For it is a Religion that will 
allow of no Neuters. The Church of Rome is ſo corrupt and 
ſuperſtitious, that he who has any ſincere Deſire of ſaving his 
Soul, can never ſubmit to it. And therefore it ſhould be hop'd 


0) 
great 9 bor them. Bur they can never be brought to this; and it 
1 lotereſt, I muſt confeſs, to refuſe it, fince no Man ſure would fo 
Duſe his Liberty as to embrace that Religion, if he had freedom given him 
> chooſe any other: Force and Perſecution are whar have more encreas's 

Bounds of the Romiſh Church, than Truth and Reaſon. And we may 
aſſur d, that they will never be perſuaded to make uſe of other Inſtru- 
Pears to propagate their Faith, when they have already fo ſucceſsfully 
yd the Strength of theſe. Nothing i is te be look d for from a Prince 
f the Popiſþ Communion but Bloodſhed and Slaughter, if we vill not 8⁰ 
er to that Communion our ſelves. This moſt Pure and Primitive 
hurch, whereof the good Providence of God hath made us Members, 
ould be ſoon chang'd from its preſent Splendour and Beauty, into vile 
Diſorder and Contuſion; irs holy Diſcipline and Laws would be rydely 
iolated ; and they thar ſhould have the Courage to profeſs themſelves 
er Childrem, would certainly be expos d to all the Suffcrings that theſe 

parbarous and bloody-minded Men could contrive to inflict upon them. We 
1d Þoce were very near Deſtruction from theſe; Enemies, and eſcup' d 
- Pac by the extraordinary help and aſſiſtance of Almighty God. And the 
proſpedt then was ſo very terrible, that the Wiſdom of the Nation has 
ſince enacted, That none of the Popiſh Religion ſhould ever ſit upon our 
hrone, which is no more than to erect a Fence for the Vineyard of God, 
that the Willd Boar out of the Woods ſhould not ſpoil ir-; ir is no more 
than to protect our Religious and Civils Rights, and all that is Dear and 
Valuable to us, by making the moſt effectual Proviſion for their future Set- 
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nor |} thanktul a Return had we made to the Divine Goodneſs in reſcuing up at 
nder an Extremity from danger, if the Hint had not been thus improy'd, "bod | 
nout ve had neglected to follow the Steps that he by his wonderfuFand wyſie- 
and || rious Diſpenſations had mark'd out expreſly before us? Tho God de- 
r as | vers us from one Hazard, we are not for further Experiment of his 
Re. þ Goodneſs to bring our {elves voluntary and premeditately into another. 
are That is the higheſt degree of Infatuation and Inſolence; and it argues us 
"ate very inſenſible of the Benefit we receive, when we are *. and want- 
es; ing to our ſelves in the Preſervation of it. It cannot, I think, be made 
to e nſiſtent with our Notions of the Goodneſs and Mercy ot che Supreme. 
wſt Being, that he ſhould fix us fo unalterably and indiſpenſably to one Fa- 
er mily of Men for our Governors, as that rather than deviate the leaſt from. 
vill it, we ſhould be oblig'd to ſubmit to their Authority, even when we ſee 
ind it arm d only againſt us, and threatning us with utter Excirpation, or ex- 
his tremeſt Miſery. Could it <ver enter into the Thoughts of any ſober Per- 
pd ſoa, That when we are eſtabliſh'd in Peace and Safety, and have nathing 
e's | *moſt that us can yilh for, it will be gyr Duty to put our ves into 2 


4 


tlement and Security. Excep we had taken theſe Meaſures, ve had been 
conſtantly laid open to the Artifices and Attempts of Popery, and cov 


have had no hopes of Relief in our Neceſſities, but by the miraculous In- 
terpoſition of Heaven; but tis Preſumprion to rely upon Heaven without 
the application of Means that are the propereſt to our purpoſe. How un- 
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cee, 
State of Perſecution and Diſtreſs, from no other Cauſe, and upon n. 
other Deſign but to favour the Intergſt of thoſe who are poſſeſſ'd, as v. 
imagine, by Deſcent, of a better Title? It is hard if God ſhould not hav 
| left every Nation ſo much Liberty as is neceſſary to their Safety, ant 
We | harder to prove he has abridg d us of it. So that there can be no queſtion 
bur the Senſe of apparent and imminent Adverſity vill warrant the Le. 
1 giſlature of any People to provide againft it. And that's what is dong 
| in this Cafe. Out of a firm Perſuaſion, and after ſure Experience of tht 
it miſchievous Effeds of a Popiſh Government, our Superiours, who have jd ®" 
it nin their, Power to make ſuch Laws as ſhall appear neceſſary tor the Pu. th 
1 | blick Good have thought fir to exclude all of that Communion fron ſu 
Fi Reigning over us. And ſettling the Succeſſion in the Proteſtant Line fl ut 
Ih they who are hearty in the Reformation Intereſt, and have a hearty Ab- P. 
| horrence and Deteſtation of Popery, cannot but believe that this Was a {a 


very wiſe and neceſſary Law, and conſequently cannot but wiſh and en- b 


60 deavour the Perpetuity of it. But beſides the Religion of the Pretender, 
10 which is both a reaſonable and legal Obſtruction to him, his Education 
. and Principles it is to be preſum'd are ſich as render him greatly obnoxi- 
1 dus. He has had his Education under a Tyrannical and Arbitrary Power, 


. and may be well concluded to have imbid'd the Principles of that Court, 
05 | which has afforded him Protection. Therefore if we wonld gueſs what the 
1 \Kature of his Government would be, if receiv'd amongſt us, we may ſee 
10 "a lively Reprefentation of it in the miſerable Eſtate of the Proteſtaiits 
10 within the Dominions of the French King; and that I am ſure can be no 
BN: agreeable Contemplarion; They are perſecuted after the moſt inkumane 
manner, and forc'd from their Native Country for refuge. 'Thus' would 
it be with us, our Eſtares and Liberties entirely loft ; we ſhould be glad 
to ſave our Lives by fleeing out of the Kingdom, from the Malice of a 
Prince that would not fail co deſtroy us, if we continu'd longer in it, And 
thoſe who could come into Popery, yet may find enough to diſcourage 
them from ſo diſadvantageous a Revolution, if they remember that Ty- 
' ranny is annex'd inſeparably ro ir, which is a Condition that muſt ill 
reliſh with Men that have a keen ſenſe of Honour, or that are ated by 
the influence of Self preſervation, Now upon this view of our Affairs, 
tho the Birth ot the Pretender were Royal, we might venture in our own 
defence to oppoſe his Admiſſion: to the Government as our Publick and 
Mortal Enemy: And what we might do without the Law, we are obligꝰ'd 
in Doty to do, by Virtue of it. The Conſequences of allowing him the 
Power over us, are ſo fatal, that if God has left us any Liberty to con- 
ſult cur own Security. we ſhall be moſt remiſs and inexcuſable it not em- 
ploying it very vigorouſly againſt him. For by tame Submiſſion to his 
Authority we ſhew the greateſt Contempt imaginable of the Bleſfings 
that the Almighty has beſtow'd upon us. He has given us a Holy and. 
Undefi!'d Religion; and our of the very Fire of Deſtruction, out of the 
yery Filth and Abomina: ion of Corruption he has wonderfully reſtor'd us 
2 4 te 
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ifeſted his Love and Approbation of our Worſhip, by coming to our 
relief, when theſe ſame Enemies and and others with them had reduc'd us 
to the laſt Extremities. And ſhall we do that our ſelves which it is the 
chief Purpoſe and Intention of our ſoreſt Foes to do for us, and which 
they had ſurely done, except God had appear'd by his irreſiſtible Strench 
and Arm againſt them ? Shall we offer that Aﬀront to Heaven, as not to 
think the Faith worth preſerving and defending, which he once ſhew'd 
ſuch a tender Care and Concern for, as by many extraordinary and 
unuſual Providences to reſcue it from the brink of Ruin, and diſap- 
point the. united Force and Contrivances of its moſt malicious Adver-, 
faries ? This is rude and diſreſpectful to God as can be imagin'd. It will 
be a better way of acknowledging his Kindneſs to reſolve ſtedfaſtly to 


= brat purſue ſuch Meaſures as ſhall appear the moſt probable to continue in- 
cation) violable the Advantages of it to our ſelves, and convey em ſecurely down 
bnoxi. to our Poſterity ; that fo all who ſee his glorious Works of Mercy and 
Dower | Compaſſion, may be excited to praiſe him for them. Therefore we have 
our. the greaceſt reaſon in the World to uſe our utmoſt Efforts to oppoſe the 
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pretender and his Abettors, ſince we thereby declare the Value ve have 
for thoſe ineſtimable Benefits whereof it is his deſign to deprive us. But 
if we give any encouragement to him, we are falſe to our God, and our 
Country, and deſerve eteinal Reproach and Infamy. And I cannot but 
believe that thoſe of Her Majeſty's Subjects, who are aiding or aſſiſting to 
theſe Pretenſions, will be branded by impartial Poſterity with thoſe Names 
that they would now fix upon other People, aud look as black in the An- 


nals of Time as any others Traitors and Rebels that are recorded ia 
them, But, A 3 3 

III. There are yet remaining ſome Conſiderations that ought, I think, 
very much to raiſe our Indignation and Reſentment againſt the Pre- 
tender. He ſtands attainted in our Law of High Treaſon, and is con- 
feſs'd by the unanimous ſenſe of the whole Kingdom to be a bold and in- 
corrigible Impoſtor, whom ne Love for his native Country, no Motives 
of Duty and Obedience to his rightful Sovereign, can reclaim or conquer 


1 4 * 


| > 
but he till perſiſts in his hoſtility and Enmity, and with the Forces of 


France would invade the Dominions that are moſt juſtly ſubjeR already 


to their proper Prince, and are unmindful of their own Peace aud Welfare 


if they contrive or conſent to change. With wha: Patience can we te- 


fle& on theſe Circumſtonces of Perfidy and Inhumanity, of Contempt 
and Ignominy ? What are we at laſt, and where's our Honour, that a 
Traitor ſhould be ſuffer'd to govern us? Or what muſt be either the In- 
ſolence of this Pretender, that weuld come without encouragement, or 
the wretched Ingratitude and Impiety of ſome of our own Nation, that 
could dare to give him any? What can be ſuch a Blemiſh to the Laws and 
Wiſdom. of our Country, as to bave him for our King who was con- 
demn'd for a Traitor, to have him have the Diſpoſal of other Mens Lives, 
who in the Eye of the Law has forfeited his own ? Sure og, Berries, 
= ; . ee eee 
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rrrweeekutt “ | 
of our Wiſdom and Bravery are too 4) concern d ever to admit of this. 
How will our Neighbours, how will all the World reproach us for it, and. 
_ who will'pity us when we groan under the Burthen that we were willing 
to take upon ys, tho' we were fore-warn'd and apprekenfive of the Con- 
ſequences? Our Liberty is what we are wont to boaſt of: But how un- 
juftly for ever afterwards ſhall we dare to mention it, when we have ſub- 
mitted our Necks to the Yoke that the French Monarch has fitted for vs, 
and ſervilely oblig'd us ro ſubmit to wear it? The late King William, of | 
Glorious and Happy Memory, thought the Proclaiming of the Pretended | 
Prince ſuch a vile Indignity and Diſhonour tothe Nation as was intole- 
rable. His Words to this purpoſe are remarkable, and the more ſo, be- 
cauſe they are the laſt he ſpoke from the Throne; The owning and ſetting 
wp the Pretended Prince of Wales for King of England, it not only the 
hig heſt Indignity offer d to Me and the whole Nation, but does ſo neavl 
concern every Man, who has a regard for the Proteſtant, Religion, or the 
preſent and future Quiet and Happineſs of your Country, that I need not 
preſs you to lay it ſeriouſly to Heart, and to conſider what further effectual 
Means may be ufd for ſecuring the Succeſſion of the Crown in the Pro- 
teſtant Line, and extingaiſhing the Hopes of all Pretenders, and their open 
and ſecret Abettors. And our Repreſentatives firting at that time in Par- 
liament, were altogether of the ſame Sentiments in this Affair with the 
| King, and came to this unanimeus Reſolution, Thar an humble Addreſs 
be preſented to his Majeſty, that he will be Graciou/ly pleas d to take care 
that it be an Article of the ſeveral Treaties of Alliance with His Maj ” 
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ment of the Proceedings of the Pretender, and of that haughty Monarch 
that ſupports him. It ought alſo to heighten our Diſpleaſure and Anger, 
that the Invaſion was intended to be accempliſh'd by a Force ſo inconſide- 
rable ; I am ſure if they had remember d ſome late Inſtances of our Va- 
lour, or the formidable Figure we have always made in Europe, they could 
not have hop d to conquer us with Five Thouſand Men. So that here are 
all the prayoking Circumſtances in this Attempt that cold be induſtriouſſy 
placed to it; a Traitor pretending to become our King, and proſecuting 
thoſe unreaſonable Pretenſtons by open Force and Hoſtilit7; and > 
| X wit 
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ich che aſftance of France; and France to caſt a Reproach upon us; in? 
ding to ſubdue a People of approy'd Spirit and Martial Diſpoſitivas, 
ith that contemptible number of Men, as could not quell any ordinary 


nſurrection of a fierce and ungovernable Faction. -Theſe are Confidera- 
- $;00s that ought very much to raiſe our Indignation and Reſentment, an 


nnot fail of being effectual to that end, if we apply them to it. Having 
as ſtared the Caſe of the Pretender, and examin d into every Particular 
is largely as the Time will allow, I hope there will be no need of ſpeaking 
IV. To preſs you from all theſe Arguments to be very Zealous and Un- 
daunted in your reſpective Stations to oppoſe whatever Attempts may be 
made, and from whatever: Hands they come, upon our preſent moſt ex- 
cellent Conſtitution and Government,” It is owing to this Government 
that we are proteQed in all our juſt Rights, and have all our Grievances 
carefully redreſs d. The happy and flouriſhing Condition of the Church 
of England, the Glory of the whelc Earth, and the moſt Reform'd and 
Orthodox of all other Churches, is the effect of the Care and Wiſdom of 
of our Government, which has guarded it with Laws, and daily reſiſts the 
Atrempts of Profaneneſs and Atheiſm, of Herefie and Schifm to repeat 
thoſe Laws. But O! May they never be repeal'd | And we are aſſur'd, 
that during the preſent Proteſtant Adminiſtration they never will. By the 
Proteſtant Succeſſion we can enlarge our Proſpect, and pleaſe our ſelves 
with the comfortable Scene of happy Days ro our Holy Church in future 
Generations, when ſhe ſhall eriumph over the Malice and Hatred of her 
Enemies, and appear Victorious over all Oppoſers. Great are the Ad- 
vantages that we have lately receiv'd, and the the Royal Munificence gives 
us hopes of greater; Methods can no fooner be propos d for the Eaſe and 


Relief of the Clergy ( wherein as much as in any one thing we have been 


hitherto deficient) but the Parliament is ready to concur in them, and is 
glad ro receive them. That old and (but to Her Majeſty) incurable Grief of 
firſt Fruits and Tenths deducted out of Livings, where the whole Maintenance 
was in ſufficient, is now entirely heal'd ; and it is at this time under the Con- 
ſideration of che Honourable Honſe of Commons, how to do the Clergy 
ſome further Service, and deliver them from feveral unneceffary Burthens 
that have lain long upon them, And ſure then all the Lovers of our Sion 
Muſt beareily wiſh Proſperity to ſo Excellent and Wiſe a Government: 
And they who cannot agree with us in thoſe Wiſhes, are juſtly to be ſuſ- 
pected to differ from us in the Foundation of them. Even they who ſet 
up een and break the Peace of the Church, and di- 
miniſh its Authority, upon Cauſes which themſclves own unneceſſary, diſ- 
penſing with the obligation to them as opportunity requires, are yer ſo 
mildly treated as to enjoy (and may that Enjoyment be perpetual to chem) 
| their Liberty of Conſcience free from unchriſtian Perſecution and Vio- 
lence, And in ſhort, all Ranks and Orders of Men, of whatever ſort or 
Denomination, are ſuffer d to live peaceably and quietly, and no Injuſtice 
er Hardſhip is offer d them, Wherefore it is apparently the latereſt _ 
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Fell us the indiſpenſable Duty of all Men, to preſerve the preſen 
Frame and Conſtitution of our Government from whatet 
| Artempts ſhall be made againſt it. Theres no Hazard that we 
Enn run by our Zeal for the Tur rage but we are certain 
to reap plentiful Returns of our Labour by the Peace and Fran- 
ility we are to enjoy under it. But to fayour the Cauſe of! 
Popery, or of any Pretenders in oppoſition to the undoubteti 
and Legal Title of the Queen, is, beſides the Folly and In- 
gratitude of it, highly diſadvantageous and detrimental in all 
reſpects to us. For examine the various Methods of Publick' 
Management abroad, and none you'll find is preferrable to our 
own; none affords tha Paece and Happineſs to private Men, 
nor that ſettd Security and Eſtabliſnment to publick Societies 
of Men. Let us all therefore in . Acknowledgement! 
of the Care and Solicitude of Her Majeſty ro make us Hap | 
contribute the utmoſt that in us lies to render Her Perſon 4 
and Her Governrhent eaſie; and to diminiſh, as much as may 
be, the Difficulties of Her Reign, which ariſe chiefly from our 
Diviſions and Jealouſies of each other. Let us judge Her Intereſt | 
and Honour inſeparable from our'own. And ff we are thus 
Faithful to the Government, we need fear no Endeavours of 
our Adverſaries to diſturb it. All their Hopes of Succeſs are 
from our Heats and Animoſities amongſt our ſelves; but would 
we lay aſide thoſe, and unite heartily 8 the Common E- 
nemy, we are a Strength ſufficient and ſuperior to him. 
| 1 the Divine Spirit diſpoſe us to ſee and conſider the 
Things belonging to our true Intereſt and Safety; and may we 
all be taught by that Holy Spirit to continue firm and immo- 
veable in our Adherence to the preſent 2 and moſt 
Merciful Government, againſt the violent Rage and Oppoſition 
of wicked Men to confound and extirpate it ; and may all the 
ig — * un Shame and Confuton, but 
upon Own, and upon | Proteſt ant Succe ors Heads | 
may the Crown for ever flouriſh, to the perpetual Joy and 
Comfort of all good People in this World, and to the ing- 
ing both themſelves and us to Eternal Happineſs and Felicity | 
in the World to come. en fo 
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